
Spring is a brilliant time 
to go leaf-spotting. Fresh 
new buds are unfurling 
and bees are grazing 
on blossom. You’ll be 
amazed by the variety 
of foliage out there – 
once you start looking 
closely, you’ll see jagged 
edges, delicate veins and 
endless shades of green. 
Why not see how many 
of these lovely leaves 
you can find?

BEECH
Its rough grey bark is often 
covered in moss, lichen and 
fungi, and the triangular nuts 
are hidden inside spiny husks. 
Beech wood can be burned 
to make tasty smoked fish. 
Leaves have: wavy edges, 
silky hairs, distinct veins

SPOTTED IT?
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HOLLY
Holly trees were traditionally 
planted to ward off witches, 
goblins and the devil, so you’ll 
often find them near churches. 
The scarlet berries provide 
a winter feast for birds and 
small mammals, and white 
flowers appear in spring.
Leaves have: spiky edges, 
a dark green, glossy surface

 SPOTTED IT?

WILD CHERRY
With its red bark, scarlet bitter 
cherries and large leaves, this 
handsome tree is often seen in 
streets and parks. The fruit is 
loved by birds, badgers and 
mice. Spring blossom provides 
bees with nectar and pollen.
Leaves have: an oval shape, 
toothed edge, pointed tip

SPOTTED IT?

OAK
Oaks provide food and shelter 
for birds and insects, and 
squirrels, badgers and deer  
adore the acorns. The wood is 
very durable, but it has to be 
150 years old before it can be 
used to construct buildings.
Leaves have: a wavy outline, 
distinct shape, no stem

SPOTTED IT?

LONDON PLANE
Common in city parks, its bark 
looks like camouflage. To deal 
with air pollution, the olive-
green and grey bark flakes 
off as the tree ‘cleans’ itself.
Leaves have: a leathery 
surface, pointed corners, 
a long, thin stem

 SPOTTED IT?

ROWAN
Closely linked to mythology, it 
was once planted to protect 
homes from evil spirits. The 
berries keep songbirds well 
fed over winter and moth 
caterpillars eat its leaves.
Leaves have: toothed edges, 
clustered leaflets, brown stem

SPOTTED IT?
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CUT OUT 
AND SAVE ME 

Take this activity 
sheet with you on your 

next family walk to 
help keep the kids 

entertained.Leaf 
hunters
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