
1. Legend has it that the biggest oak in 
Britain once sheltered Robin Hood and 
his Merry Men. Where is it?
a) Epping Forest
b) Sherwood Forest
c) New Forest

2. People often say that a rowan leaf 
is shaped like something else. What 
do you think it is?
a) A heart
b) A star
c) A feather

3. The beech is known as the queen of 
trees – which native British tree do you 
think is the king?
a) Oak
b) Birch
c) Hornbeam

4. In the past, acorns were roasted and 
used as a substitute for which hot drink?
a) Tea 
b) Hot chocolate
c) Coffee 

5. Which of these trees is not native 
to Britain?
a) Ash
b) London plane
c) Wild cherry

6. What colour is the wood from 
a holly tree?
a) White
b) Red
c) Brown

7. In Norse mythology, a rowan tree 
saved the life of which famous god?
a) Odin
b) Loki
c) Thor

8. Which of these creatures doesn’t 
nest in trees?
a) Bat
b) Hedgehog
c) Squirrel

TERRIFIC TREES
See how much you know about common British trees with this fun quiz.

PLAY BIRD BINGO
When you’re out and about leaf-spotting, keep your eyes peeled for these 

fascinating feathered creatures. Each of them loves eating, nesting 
or hanging out in one of the trees mentioned earlier

GREEN WOODPECKER
It may be Britain’s largest 

woodpecker, but this bird is 
very shy. You’re more likely 
to hear it than see it – listen 

out for a cackling call 
that sounds like a laugh! 

Ants are its favourite food, 
which it sucks up with 

its sticky tongue.

JAY
This colourful bird hops 

around looking for acorns 
– hiding them in the ground 
and often forgetting where 

they’re buried! Jays mate 
for life and create messy 
nests from twigs. Clever 

mimics, they can copy 
the calls of other birds.

CARRION CROW
These super-clever crows 

can often be seen in parks. 
They’re completely black – 

including their feet and 
beak – and can have a 
wingspan of up to one 
metre. They build huge 
nests made from twigs, 
sticks, rags and bones.

BLUE TIT
Blue tits are common 
across Britain, so you 

shouldn’t have to look far to 
spot this small bird with its 
blue feathers. Look for it in 
trees, where it snacks on 
insects hiding in the bark, 

and is a regular visitor 
to garden bird feeders.

ANSWERS:

1. Sherwood Forest – this is home to the Major 
Oak, believed to be 800-1,000 years old.

2. A feather – the leaves have lots of small 
leaflets on a single stem, which gradually get 
smaller as they taper to a point. This is 
described as a ‘pinnate’ leaf.

3. Oak – ancient kings and emperors wore 
crowns of oak leaves as a symbol of strength 
and royalty.

4. Coffee – during World War II, acorns were 
roasted and ground like coffee beans.

5. London plane – despite its name, the species 
is a hybrid of two non-native trees, the 
American sycamore and Oriental plane. It 
was first discovered here in the 17th century.

6. White – the wood from holly trees is often 
found in the veneers of antique furniture.

7. Thor – in Norse legend, a rowan tree saved 
this mighty god from drowning.

8. Hedgehog – these nocturnal creatures create 
nests at ground level, under thick hedges or 
garden sheds. 
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